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Clare Daly (The Left), Mick Wallace (The Left) 


Subject: Will the Commission suspend the EU-Israel Association Agreement? 

Article 2 of the EU-Israel Association Agreement states that EU-Israel relations, as well as the 

provisions of the Agreement itself, ‘shall be based on respect for human rights and democratic 

principles’, as an ’essential element’ of the Agreement. 

As widely reported by UN bodies and human rights organisations, Israel is now carrying out flagrant 

and extreme human rights violations in Gaza, which likely amount to war crimes and crimes against 

humanity. 

These include: 

1. collective punishment, 

2. denial of aid, food, water and fuel, precipitating a humanitarian catastrophe, 

3. unlawful evacuation orders and forced displacement, 

4. indiscriminate bombing of densely populated areas, 

5. targeting of civilian homes, hospitals, ambulances, schools, refugee camps, places of religious 
worship and artistic or cultural importance, critical infrastructure, humanitarian aid convoys, 


humanitarian routes and journalists and aid workers. 


All of these actions have been accompanied by repeated public statements of genocidal intent from 
senior officials in the Israeli Government. 


Article 79 of the Agreement provides for an expedited suspension of the Agreement in exceptional 
‘cases of special urgency’. As this is now a situation of the highest urgency, with Israel in flagrant 
breach of its obligations, will the Commission now immediately suspend the Agreement? 
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Written question 

The EU is gravely concerned about the deepening humanitarian crisis in Gaza. The EU joins calls 
for immediate pauses in hostilities and the establishment of humanitarian corridors, including 
through increased capacity at border crossings and through a dedicated maritime route, so that 
humanitarian aid can safely reach the population of Gaza. It welcomed the recent pause in 
hostilities and the release of hostages. 


The EU underlines the importance of ensuring the protection of all civilians at all times in line with 
international humanitarian law. It deplores all loss of civilian life. 


In addition, the EU strongly emphasises Israel’s right to defend itself in line with international law 
and international humanitarian law. The EU continues to pass these messages in its 
statements|1] as well as bilaterally in its contacts with the Israeli authorities. 


The Foreign Affairs Council had an orientation debate on 18 March 2024 regarding the question 
of the EU-Israel Association Agreement, which is based on shared values, including the respect 
for human rights. The Council agreed to continue following this question closely and to invite the 
Foreign Minister of Israel for a discussion on this matter. 


e [1] https:/www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/10/26/european- 
council-conclusions-on-middle-east-26-october-2023/ and 
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/1 1/12/statement-by-the- 
high-representative-on-behalf-of-the-european-union-on-humanitarian-pauses-in-gaza/ 


